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HOMERTON EARLY YEARS CENTRE
Policy for Parental Partnership

Introduction

This document is a statement of our aims and strategies for Parental Partnership at Homerton Children’s Centre.

Aims

Our primary aim for Parental Partnership is that parents and carers at Homerton Children’s Centre will be encouraged to work together with us for the benefit of their children in a wide variety of ways, which may include:

· Helping to prepare children for starting nursery school or The Nest
· Helping to settle children into the routines
· Helping to prepare children through transitions (eg from The Nest into nursery or from the Nursery to Reception classes)
· Helping to support children through their time with us

· Becoming involved in children’s early learning
· Developing their knowledge and understanding of the EYFS
· Developing their parenting skills

· Having access to a wide range of parenting books or information in the library.
· Becoming involved in fund raising and social events, or in other means of support

Furthermore, we aim to ensure that no parent/carer experiences limited opportunity as a result of gender, creed, race, social background or any special educational need or disability.
Strategies for the induction of each new intake

We place great emphasis on home/centre liaison from our first point of contact with parents and carers, and we use written material in addition to formal and informal verbal communication.

Before starting at Homerton, parents and carers are invited to:

· Make an appointment to bring their child for an introductory visit at a prearranged time before they start, where they are shown round by the Head or other staff member, invited to share information/concerns, and given an admissions form to complete if they have not already done so.
· Attend a new parents’ evening.  At this time they are given further information about the centre, introduced to the staff who will be responsible for their child (key person), view their child’s room and outside area, given a copy of our centre brochure, if required and which will also be emailed prior to the evening, and given a date for a brief home visit if new to the centre and they would like one, together with their child’s start date.
· Come along to drop ins for familiarisation with the child’s staff and room.

Home visits by staff take place at the beginning of the term before the children starts at the centre, and not only provide an important opportunity for parents and staff to share information and any concerns but also allow the children to meet their staff on their own home ground.  During this visit children are given an All About Me book to complete with their families at home and to bring into the centre with them on their starting day to share with staff/key person. For those children coming from the Nest an ‘All About Me’ book is given during their first visit at the start of term.
Parents and carers are closely involved in our staggered entry settling in process.  They:

· Stay with their child for the duration of the 1 hour initial visit on their starting day

· Bring them for up to 2/3 hours on the following day, leaving the room for an agreed period of time once their child has settled.

· Leave them for the full session once they have settled on the third day or, in the case of all day children, once they have stayed for lunch.
We recognise that some children may need a longer settling in period and this is negotiated between parents/carers and class staff according to individual needs.

Parental involvement

We value the many ways in which parents/carers work together with us, and aim to involve them as much as possible during their children’s time at Homerton.  They are invited to:

· Assist in the rooms, for example, sharing stories or playing in different areas, going on allotment and Old Orchard visits
· Take part in our loan schemes
· Assist with the upkeep or repair of resources, for example, painting worn equipment or helping in the garden
· Join the Governing Body as parent governors or Friends of Homerton
· Become involved in social or fund raising activities

· Participate in events, such as the Christmas Story trail
· Consult with staff both formally and informally

· Attend parents’ evenings and consultations
· Contribute to their child’s learning by providing observations from home which may be incorporated into their child’s assessment sheets or special books to inform future planning

· Attend parenting group sessions or request 1-1 consultations

· Borrow books from our Parenting Library

· Attend additional classes that may run, for example, parent and toddler music groups or any other drop ins
· Evaluate their children’s time at Homerton through completing a questionnaire

Communication

We aim to keep parent/s carers regularly informed about the learning we offer and about their children’s progress:

· At various times of the years they are invited to attend workshops on the various aspects of the EYFS given by the Head of Centre or other relevant staff
· Plans and other information are posted up on the room doors or notice boards
· Policy folders are available for parents in the library
· Labels explaining the learning that has taken place support displays of children’s work

· Special events are recorded and displayed for parents through photographs or  slide shows through plasma screens in the rooms or front corridor 

· Additional information is displayed on the flip chart or on the notice board in the lobby.  A parents’ notice board is also available  for parents to display information for others
· They receive regular newsletters and weekly bulletin, which also include dates for future events
· Photos of children’s activities and events are regularly posted on the website
· Staff are always willing to talk with parents/carers, both informally or at prearranged appointments

· Written and verbal accounts of children’s achievements are given.  At the end of the year, parents receive a summative report together with the Special Book which has samples of their children’s work collected over the course of the year.
Evaluation

· Parents of every child are invited to complete a questionnaire covering aspects of their children’s time at Homerton, including space for their additional comments, at various times.  Their responses are collated, analysed, discussed at staff meetings and used to inform future planning and practice
· Parents are invited to contribute to our individual child planning sheets
· Parenting group attendees are asked to complete a questionnaire to enable us to assess the effectiveness of the course.  Their responses are shared between the group leaders and used to inform future practice
· Parents are given the opportunity to respond to any written communication on their child’s progress they receive
· The Head of Centre always welcomes parents to come and discuss any concerns a parent may have at drop off or pick up times
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